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Introduction 

The PrePage-it ’09 Technical Primer is intended for the training of technical personnel, especially 
those who are unfamiliar with Polkadots Software products. It can also be used as a quick reference. 

For a more detailed explanation of the PrePage-it Web module, refer to the PrePage-it Web QuickStart 
Guide. 

For detailed instructions about the other software modules, please consult the following manuals: 

• PrePage-it User Guide 

• Rasterize-it User Guide 

• Move-it 2.0 QuickStart Guide 
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PrePage-it ’09 Overview 

PrePage-it ’09: Main modules 
 Rasterize-it → Embedded RIP 

 PrePage-it Viewer → Workflow Server 

  PrePage-it Web → Job Management 

 

Optional modules 

 Send-it → Remote Job Submission 

 View-it → Pixel On-Demand Hi-Res Softproofing 

 Move-it → Workflow Automation 

 

Note 

The PrePage-it ’09 Technical Primer is based on PrePage-it ’09 from October 2008. 

Installation 
 

Operating Systems 

PrePage-it 09: Windows XP Pro/2003 Server (32-bit Standard) 

PrePage-it Web (Client): Mac OS (minimum 10.4) or  Windows XP Pro/2003 
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Suggested Requirements 

PrePage-it ’09 – Suggested Requirements 

Component Suggested requirement 

Processor Dual Xeon 3.0+ GHz 

Operating System Windows 2003 Server 32-bit Standard 

Memory 3-4 GB RAM 

Hard Drive(s) - 30 GB internal drive for OS and applications 
- 30 GB internal disk for hot folders 
- 30 GB internal disk for workspace 
- 250+ GB hard disk with SCSI controller for RIPped files 

RIP Rasterize-it v7.2r1 or v8.x 

 

Note 

Windows Vista and 64-bit Windows operating systems are not supported. 

 

Configuring PrePage-it to access remote drives 

This procedure explains how to configure PrePage-it to have the necessary permissions to 
input/output files to remote drives. This should be done before installation. 

1. Create a user with Administrator rights on the PrePage-it server machine and also every 
machine where PrePage-it needs to input/output files: 

• this user account must have a password (it cannot be blank) 

• password is case-sensitive 

2. Supply this username/password when you are prompted by the Installer. 
This will configure all necessary PrePage-it 09 Services to log on with this user account (see example 
in figure below with user PPIT). 
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Installation procedure 

Note 

Do not plug in any dongles until prompted by the Installer. 

 

1. Launch PrePage-it 09 Installer and follow the instructions provided. 
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2. When prompted, select the RIP that will be used with PrePage-it 09: 

a new Rasterize-it Licensed Edition (will install a new Rasterize-it RIP to be used with a 
dongle) 

b Rasterize-it Watermark Edition (will install a new Rasterize-it RIP with a temporary 
license for a RIP without a dongle) 

c Existing Harlequin RIP (if you already have a Rasterize-it RIP v.7.2r1 or higher 
installed, begin by selecting this option and then specify the RIP’s installation 
folder) 
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Note 

The option On an existing Harlequin RIP can only be used to install PrePage-it 09 on a 
Rasterize-it RIP that is already installed. 

3. If PrePage-it will input/output files to any remote network drives, then Services should log 
on as a Local Account who belongs to the Administrators group (see Configuring PrePage-it 
to access remote drives on p.5 for details). Otherwise, Services should log on as Local 
System Account. 



  P R E P A G E - I T  ’ 0 9  T E C H N I C A L  P R I M E R  

-9- 

 
 

4. If you would like to change the PrePage-it Web Admin Password or Port from its default, you 
can do so here. Then click Install. 
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Tip 

The Admin user account Password specified in the step above is a user account created 
in PrePage-it Web, whereas the Local Account referred to in the preceding step is a 
user account created within the Windows operating system. The PrePage-it Web 
Admin account can also be changed any time after installation. 

5. When prompted, plug in the dongle(s) supplied and wait until you see the following 
message in the System Tray: New hardware is installed and ready to use. Then click the Retry 
button. 

 

 

Troubleshooting Tip 

If dongle license is incorrect (e.g. activated for PrePage-it 6 instead of PrePage-it 7), 
then installation will abort before PrePage-it is installed. In this case, uninstall 
PrePage-it 09 via the Control Panel – the RIP will remain. After your dongle has been 
correctly activated (updated), re-install PrePage-it 09. Note that you will not be 
prompted to select the RIP because this information has already been recorded. 

About PrePage-it 09 
The About window displays information about installed modules, versions and license info. 

Click Start > Programs > Polkadots > About to display the About window: 



  P R E P A G E - I T  ’ 0 9  T E C H N I C A L  P R I M E R  

-11- 

 

Going from “temporary” to “unlimited” software license requires you to activate a dongle update 
file supplied to you by Polkadots Software: 

 

Unpaid options have a 
temporary license with an 
Expiration date. 
Paid options display 
“Unlimited”. 

Click on a module 
to display Product 
details 
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PrePage-it Viewer 

PrePage-it Basics 
 

Pre-configured PrePage-it 09 queues 

Organized by Queue Groups: 1-Normalize, 2-Assembly, 3-CTP_CTF. 

 
 

View progress of jobs 

 

 

 

 

RIP Progress 
window 

PrePage-it Progress 
window 
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Harlequin RIP embedded 

 
 
 
 

  
 

 

 

Start / Stop RIP 

Configure RIP (memory settings, plug-
in passwords, calibration, etc.) 

Show RIP in 
separate window 

Start / Stop Inputs 
(e.g. to configure RIP) 
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PrePage-it toolbar 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

Create a new PrePage-it queue

Save queue

Rename queue

Copy queue

Tools 

Play (start/stop RIP)

Undo 
RIP Commands

Delete queue 

Create a new PrePage-it Queue Group
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Understanding Queue Configuration 
Illustration of a typical PrePage-it Standard queue: NORM_PAGES_CMYK (normalizing single-pages 
queue). 

 

Preflight 
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Generation of hi-res/med-res/low-res 

  

  

 



  P R E P A G E - I T  ’ 0 9  T E C H N I C A L  P R I M E R  

-17- 

Inputs and outputs 

  

 

  

 

   

RIPped job is 
saved here 

PrePage-it Web Job Sorting overrides the PrePage-it Viewer 
Sort Jobs using first x characters of filenames setting. 

Specify where the input file 
should go after the queue has 
finished processing it 
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Specify where the input file 
should go if an error occurs 
during processing 



  P R E P A G E - I T  ’ 0 9  T E C H N I C A L  P R I M E R  

-19- 

Rasterize-it 

• Harlequin RIP embedded into PrePage-it Workflow Viewer 
 

• RIP must be started in order for PrePage-it to process jobs 

 
 
 
 

 

• progress of jobs being RIPped can be seen at bottom of Viewer window 
 

 

 

 

RIP Progress 
window 

PrePage-it Progress 
window 

Start / Stop RIP 
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• you can display RIP in its own separate window by clicking the Show RIP menu 
command 

 

 
 

  
 

 
 

Show RIP in 
separate window 
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• most RIP control and configuration can be done via PrePage-it Viewer interface 
 

 
 
 
 

  
 

 

• in order to configure the RIP’s Page Setup Manager / Configure RIP settings / TrapPro 
Manager, the RIP Inputs must be stopped 

 

  
 

Tip 

There is usually very little to configure in the Harlequin RIP since most settings are 
either configured automatically by PrePage-it or can be configured from the 
PrePage-it Viewer interface. One of the few things that you will need to configure 
directly in the RIP window is calibration curves, if you require them. 

 

 

Stop Inputs to 
configure RIP 

Start / Stop RIP 

RIP configuration (memory settings, 
plug-in passwords, calibration, etc.) 

Show RIP in 
separate window 

Start / Stop Inputs 
(e.g. to configure RIP) 



  P R E P A G E - I T  ’ 0 9  T E C H N I C A L  P R I M E R  

-22- 

PrePage-it Web 

Most of the day-to-day work is done on PrePage-it Web. 

• these are web-based Clients which can be opened on any up-to-date web browser 
(Mac or PC) 

 

• the PrePage-it 09 Installer installs a Service on the server machine which drives the 
PrePage-it Web Clients  

What can you do with PrePage-it Web? 
• submit jobs to be pre-flighted and RIPped (in PrePage-it queues) 

• see Upload History (list of submitted files / users / dates / queues) 

• see Operation History (list of actions executed by users) 

• see list of RIPped jobs 
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• view softproofs (low-res Previews, PDF softproofs, and optionally View-it hi-res 
softproofs) 

• approve/flush pages & jobs 

• download low-res files for imposition 

• download PDF proofing-resolution files for hard-proofing on a printer 

• renumber pages 

• submit imposed jobs to be assembled into 1-bit TIFFs (if required, can also be 
softproofed and approved) 

• output jobs to CTP 

• receive e-mail notifications of events (e.g. approved jobs, errors) 

• queue management 

• more (depending on user account permissions and purchased options) 
 

Launching PrePage-it Web 
PrePage-it Web Clients can be launched from any workstation equipped with Win XP Pro (or 
higher) or Mac OS 10.4 (or higher). To launch a PrePage-it Web Client: 

1. Typing the IP address of the PrePage-it Web Server. 

2. Logging on with your username/password. 
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IP address 
Use internal, private IP address of the PrePage-it Web Server (add port number if other than 
port 80). 

 

Web browser versions 
• Firefox 2 or 3 (Mac or PC) 

• Internet Explorer 7 (PC) 

• Safari v.3 (Mac OS 10.4 or higher) 
 

Browser tips 
• if you will be doing file uploads via the Java Applet, you will need to install Java on each 

workstation where you will be using PrePage-it Web  

• avoid adding extra toolbars and add-ons (e.g. Google toolbar, etc.) 

• pop-up blockers can prevent some PrePage-it Web windows from being displayed 
 

How to create a job 
The procedure below describes how to create a job with PrePage-it Web from start to finish. 

type IP address of 
your PrePage-it Web 
Server 

type your Login username 
and password 



  P R E P A G E - I T  ’ 0 9  T E C H N I C A L  P R I M E R  

-25- 

Note 

If you are using the PrePage-it Printer or PrePage-it Upload to submit jobs, refer to the 
section Printing tools on p.34. 

Create a job name 

1. Click the "+" to the left of the Jobs link to create a new job name/folder. This will apply 
to an entire job: pages, signatures, etc. Everything will be listed under this job 
name/folder. 

 
 

 
 

Single Pages 

2. Make sure you are in Pages mode. 

 
 

Give a job name
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3. Select the required job folder from the Jobs list. 

 
 

4. Upload single pages for preflight and RIPping from the Upload tab. 
Follow the instructions provided. 

 
 

 

5. Softproof single pages from the Jobs tab in one of the following formats: 

a low-res Preview 

b med-res PDF (click ROOM Proof PDF icon  or PDF Booklet > MedRes PDF) 

c hi-res View-it softproof (optional) 

a. Select File (Browse or Java applet) 

b. Select a PAGES Queue 

c. Select User (if different from 
currently logged user) 

d. Click Send-it button 
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low-res Preview 
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Med-Res PDF softproof 
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Note 

Med-Res PDF proofing files are available for download from the PDF Booklet toolbar 
button or ROOM Proof PDF icon on the condition that they have been already 
produced by the PrePage-it queue during RIPping. 

6. When all pages are ok, Approve the whole job (this approves all the pages from this job, 
but not the signatures). 

Hi-Res View-it softproof 
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7. If applicable, download the Low-res (for imposition) pages via the Imposition or PDF 
Booklet toolbar button. 

 

Note 

Low-res (for imposition) files are available for download from the Imposition and PDF 
Booklet toolbar buttons on the condition that they have been already produced by the 
PrePage-it queue during RIPping. 

 

8. If you wish to print proofs, you may download the Med-Res PDF using the PDF Booklet 
toolbar button and print it. 

 

Assembly 

9. Impose low-res pages on an imposition signature. 
 

10. In PrePage-it Web, change to Signatures icon in the top left of window and make sure 
required job name is selected in the Jobs list. 
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11. Submit imposed job to an Assembly (i.e. 1-bit TIFF) queue from the Upload tab. 

 
 

12. Softproof 1-bit TIFFs from the Jobs window. 
 

13. If you wish to print proofs, then you may download the PDF Med-Res and print it. 
 

14. When imposed flats are ok, Approve the whole job (this will approve all signatures from 
this job). 

 

Select Assembly Queue 
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Output 

15. Send your assembled flats to your output device by selecting them in the Jobs window and 
clicking the Output to CTP toolbar button. 

 
 

16. By default, all plates will be output. To output only some plates, select them using 
CTRL+click (PC) / Command+click (Mac) or SHIFT+click. Then click the Send button. 

 
 

Important 

When the terms Flush / Reject / Delete are used in reference to a page or job, they all 
have the same meaning i.e. the RIPped files will actually be deleted from the hard 
disk. 
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Queues 
The PrePage-it Web Upload tab lists two types of queues: Pages (Normalize) and Signatures 
(Assembly & Output): 

• switch between modes by clicking Pages or Signatures 

  or   

Note 

Switching between Pages and Signatures modes also determines whether you’re 
softproofing pages or signatures in the Jobs window. 

 

Pages queues 

 

• preflight and process single-pages, RIPping them into rasterized, contone pages 

• normalized into the DCS 2.0 format - each RIPped page includes: 

• hi-res separations (for output) 

• med-res component (for proofing) 

• low-res page (for imposition / containing OPI link to hi-res) 
 

Signatures (Assembly & Output) queues 

 

• an Assembly queue (shown above) generally accepts impositions with low-res pages as 
input, performs the low-res/hi-res substitution and generates 1-bit TIFFs 

 

• an Output queue (shown above) generally allows you to move 1-bit TIFFs to your 
output device (e.g. CTP) or more specifically, to your TIFF Catcher - Output queues are 
accessed by clicking the Output to CTP toolbar button 
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Queue groups 

PrePage-it Web distinguishes between Pages, Assembly and Output queues by looking at the Queue 
Groups in PrePage-it, which must be called (or at least must include the following text in the 
queue group name) Normalize, Assembly and CTP, respectively. 

 

 

 

• Normalize queue group contains typical single-page RIPping queues 

• Assembly queue group contains 1-bit TIFF queues 

• CTP queue group contains an Export to TIFFG4 queue – this will copy your 1-bit TIFFs to 
the queue’s Output Folder, which is typically configured to be the workflow’s TIFF 
Catcher hotfolder 

 

Printing tools 
• PrePage-it Web allows you to submit jobs via the Upload tab, using either the Browse 

button or Java Applet 

• in addition, you can also submit jobs without logging on to PrePage-it Web, via 
separate printing tools called PrePage-it Upload and PrePage-it Printer 

 

1-bit TIFF queues

Copy 1-bit TIFFs to TIFF Catcher 

Queues in this queue group are not 
recognized by PrePage-it Web 

Single-Page queues
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Installing PrePage-it Upload Setup 

• use the PrePage-it Upload Setup to install both the PrePage-it Upload and PrePage-it Printer 

• there is a Mac (zip) and PC (exe) installer 

  

• these installers can be downloaded by clicking the link Upload Client in the PrePage-it 
Web Upload tab 

 
• it must be installed on each workstation where these tools will be used 

Note 

These printing tools can be used on Windows XP Pro (or higher) and Mac OS 10.4 
(or higher). 

When prompted with the following window during installation, you should provide the PrePage-it 
Web Host information i.e. the internal IP address of the server machine. 
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Note 

For Send-it users who install PrePage-it Upload, the PrePage-it Web Host information 
must be the external, public IP address of the server machine. To know more about 
Send-it, refer to the section Send-it on p.40. 

The Scratch Folder, Port and Printer Service settings can be left at their defaults – these normally 
work fine. If you need to change them, you may do so at this point. 

After a successful installation, you will see two items added: the PrePage-it Upload application (on 
the Windows desktop or the Mac Applications folder) and a printer called ToPrePageitServer. 
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Using PrePage-it Upload and PrePage-it Printer 

• with PrePage-it Upload you can submit PS or PDF jobs by dragging and dropping them 
to the PrePage-it Upload window 

• the PrePage-it Printer tool creates a printer called ToPrePageitServer, which you can use to 
print jobs from any Mac or PC application 

 

The following procedure outlines how to submit jobs via the PrePage-it Upload or PrePage Printer. 

1. Launch the PrePage-it Upload application and log in with your PrePage-it Web account. If 
necessary, click the Server arrow and select your server. 

 
 

2. In the PrePage-it Upload window shown below, specify the Job, User and Queue where you 
want to submit a file. If necessary, create a new Job folder by clicking File > Add Job. 
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Note that what you select here applies whether you drag and drop files or print them 
using the PrePage-it Printer. 

 

 
 
 

Tip 

The PrePage-it Upload application window should always be kept open when you are 
submitting jobs, whether by drag n drop or by printing. 

3. Drag and drop: If you want to drag and drop PS or PDF files, drag them unto the 
PrePage-it Upload window. 

 

-or- 

 

Print: To print a file from an application, select the ToPrePageitServer printer when printing 
from your application. 

Specify Queue 
where file will be 
RIPped 

Specify User  if 
different from 
currently logged 
user. 

Specify Job 
folder where file 
will be placed 

Drag n drop jobs 
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Tip 

To automatically open the PrePage-it Web window, click the Show Web Entry button. 

 

 

 

Print using 
ToPrePageitServer 
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Send-it 

Send-it is a web-based software for remote job submission, e-proofing and job approval. 

It gives external customers or suppliers the ability to submit files to your RIP for preflighting and 
RIPping. It also allows them to remotely softproof and approve/reject their own jobs. Once they 
approve a job, internal operators take over to complete the job, typically by imposing the low-res 
pages and sending the imposition back to PrePage-it for assembly and output. All jobs that are 
RIPped/softproofed/approved by external customers can also be seen and softproofed by 
internal operators. 

Send-it blends seamlessly with PrePage-it Web. All that is required is that the Polkadots dongle be 
activated with the Send-it option - no additional software needs to be installed. External 
customers / suppliers simply open a web browser, type the external IP address of your 
PrePage-it 09 server and log in with their own usernames and passwords. Since their user 
accounts will be as external customers / suppliers, their access will be limited as compared to 
internal operators. 

Refer to the PrePage-it Web QuickStart Guide for a more detailed description about how Send-it 
works. 

What can your customers/suppliers do with Send-it? 
• submit jobs to be pre-flighted and RIPped (in PrePage-it queues) 

• see Upload History (list of submitted files / users / dates / queues) 

• see list of RIPped jobs 

• view softproofs (low-res Previews and hi-res View-it softproofs) 

• approve/flush pages & jobs 

• receive e-mail notifications of Send-it events (e.g. submitted jobs, approved jobs, 
errors) 



 
 
 

 
 
 

 

 

 
Polkadots Software Inc. 

2501 Dollard 
Montreal, Qc, H8N 1S2, Canada 

Phone (514) 595-6866 
Fax (514) 595-6012 

http://www.polkadots.ca/ 

 

 

 

http://www.prepage-it.com/
http://www.polkadots.ca/
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